
CLIMATE
EQUITY

GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION FUND
UNIDOSUS FALL AFFILIATE CONVENING



INTRO TO RDF 
Raza Development Fund, Inc. (“RDF”) is a Latino-led and serving Community Development 
Financial Institution (“CDFI”) formed in 1999 by UnidosUS, (formerly, National Council of La Raza), 
the country’s largest and longest-serving Latino civil rights and advocacy organization. 

RDF was created to advance economic opportunity, social mobility, and racial justice.

Since inception, RDF has directly invested over a billion dollars in 38 states, leveraging over $6 
billion in the areas of education, affordable housing, healthcare, social services, and 
entrepreneurship. 



WHY CLIMATE 
EQUITY?

PROMOTING CLIMATE RESILIENCY
We embed clean energy, greenhouse gas reduction 
tactics and other climate adaptations into the projects 
in which we invest in order to help vulnerable 
Latino/a/x communities become environmentally, 
socially and economically sustainable and resilient.

01.

02.

03.

AFFILIATE FIRST LENS
creating opportunities in healthcare, 
education, affordable housing, small 
business/entrepreneurs, and environmental 
advocacy & justice    

WE BELIEVE
-Vast majority of UUS Affiliates are working in 
Environmental Health and Climate Issues – no matter 
what you call it
-All Affiliates should have access to the information 
on the resources to decide if these opportunities are 
aligned with their organization’s mission and future 
work

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH UNIDOSUS

We can create shovel ready and worthy projects with 
UUS Affiliates to ensure that diverse Latino/a/x 
communities have access to these funds.

Come Summer 2024, we will have that pipeline ready 
to help Awardees understand how their resources 
can be deployed rapidly in partnership with CBOs.



EPA: RESOURCES

“The EPA — whose 
annual budget for 2023 
is just $10 billion — has 
received roughly $100 
billion in new, 
supplemental funding 
through two high-dollar 
pieces of legislation, the 
Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act 
and the Inflation 
Reduction Act.”
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Reduce emissions  of greenhouse 
gases and other air pollutants

Tackle the climate crisis and protect 
public health by supporting the 

climate goals of the US and achieve 
net-zero emissions by 2050

Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Fund (GGRF): 3 Program 

Objectives

Deliver benefits to ALL 
communities - especially low 
income and environmentally 
disadvantaged communities

Maximize the benefits of GGRF 
investments - such as energy bill 
savings, pollution reduction, and 

workforce development

Mobilize financing and private 
capital to stimulate additional 

investments 

Catalyze market transformation by 
addressing the barriers to mobilizing 
private capital into clean projects in 

undercapitalized markets

*Slide based on EPA Guidance



Overview of GGRF

*Slide based on EPA Guidance



GGRF: NCIF Flow of Funds 
EPA will award grants to 2-3 
national nonprofit financing 
entities to create national 
clean financing institutions 
capable of partnering with the 
private sector to provide 
accessible, affordable financing.

At least 40% of program funds 
must be used for the purpose 
of providing financial 
assistance in low income and 
environmentally 
disadvantaged communities.

*Slide based on EPA Guidance



GGRF: CCIA Flow of Funds 
EPA will award grants to 2-7 
hub nonprofit that will provide 
funding and technical 
assistance to public, quasi-
public, not-for-profit, and 
nonprofit community lenders.

100% of program funds must 
be used for the purposes of 
providing financial and 
technical assistance in low 
income and environmentally 
disadvantaged communities.

*Slide based on EPA Guidance



Deliver benefits to ALL 
communities - especially low 
income and environmentally 
disadvantaged communities

Maximize the benefits of GGRF 
investments - such as energy bill 
savings, pollution reduction, and 

workforce development

Mobilize financing and private 
capital to stimulate additional 

investments 

Catalyze market transformation by 
addressing the barriers to mobilizing 
private capital into clean projects in 

undercapitalized markets

DISTRIBUTED ENERGY 
GENERATION AND STORAGE

Projects, activities, and technologies 
that deploy small-scale power 

generation and/or storage 
technologies (1 kW to 10,000 kW)

(Residential, MF, Commercial, 
Community Services)

GGRF: 3 Priority Project 
Categories

*Slide based on EPA 
G id

NET-ZERO BUILDING 
EMISSIONS

Projects, activities, and technologies 
for (1) retrofits of existing building 
making substantial contribution 

getting to net-zero over time or (2) 
construct new net-zero buildings 

(Residential, MF, Commercial, 
Community Services)

ZERO-EMISSIONS 
TRANSPORTATION

Projects, activities, and technologies 
that deploy zero-emissions 

transportation modes and enabling 
infrastructure, especially in 

communities that are overburdened 
by existing diesel pollution, 

particulate matter concentration, 
and degraded air quality.



Given the funding available to 
invest in climate justice

• Affordable Housing
• Community Facilities
• Workforce Development
• Small Business 

Development/Entrepreneurship
• Environmental Justice and Advocacy

What are the opportunities 
that align with your mission 
and current services? 



What are the barriers 
to moving forward or 
scaling your 
organization’s climate 
resiliency projects?



What do we 
need to hear?
What resources would be most 
helpful to your organizations? 

• Connecting with National Experts
• Trainings/Webinars
• Best Practices/Pilot Project Examples
• Seed Funding/Financing
• Partnerships



Thank you 
very much!
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